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DECLARATION FOR UTILITY PATENT APPLICATION 

AS A BELOW-NAMED INVENTOR, I HEREBY DECLARE THAT: 

My residence, post office address, and citizenship are as stated below next to 

my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor, if only one name is listed 
below, or a joint inventor if plural inventors are named below, of the subject matter 
which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

OPTICAL ENCODER 

the specification of which is attached hereto unless the following box is checked: 
□ was filed on as United States Application Serial No. 

or PCT International Application No. and was 

amended on (if applicable). 

I HEREBY STATE THAT I HAVE REVIEWED AND UNDERSTAND THE 
CONTENTS OF THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED SPECIFICATION, INCLUDING THE CLAIMS, 
AS AMENDED BY ANY AMENDMENT REFERRED TO ABOVE. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the 
patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a) - (d) or § 
365(b) of any foreign appl icat ion(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or § 365(a) 
of any PCT International application which designated at least one country other than 
the United States listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any 
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate, or PCT International 
application having a filing date before that of the application on which priority is 
claimed: 



Appl ication No. 


Country 


Date of Filing (day/month/year) 


Priori ty claimed ? 


2002-356642 


Japan 


09/12/2002 


Yes 
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I hereby claim benef i t under 35 U. S.C. § 119(e) of any Uni ted States provisional 
applicat ion(s) listed below: 



Appl icat ion Serial No. 


Fi 1 ing Date 







I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 120 of any United States 
application(s), or § 365 (c) of any PCT Internat ional appl icat ion des ignat ing the Uni ted 
States, listed below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this 
application is not disclosed in the prior Uni ted States or PCT International application 
in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. § 112, I acknowledge the 
duty to disclose information which is material to patentabi 1 i ty as defined in 37 C. F. R. 
§ 1 . 56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and 
the national or PCT International filing date of this application. 



Application Serial No. 


Fi 1 ing Date 


Status 






□Patented DPending DAbandoned 



I hereby appoint the following attorneys and agents to prosecute this 
application and to transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected 
therewith: 



Daniel W. Sixbey, (Reg. No. 20,932) 
Charles M. Leedom, Jr. (Reg. No. 26,477) 
David S. Safran (Reg. No. 27,997) 
Donald R. Studebaker (Reg. No. 32,815) 
Tim L. Brackett (Reg. No. 36,092) 
Robert M. Schulman (Reg. No. 31,196) 
Daniel S. Song (Reg. No. 43,143) 
Corinne R. Gorski (Reg. No. 34,3A9) 
Robin C. Clark (Reg. No. 40,956) 

Send Correspondence to: 

NIXON PEABODY LLP 
401 9th Street, NW Suite 900 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2128 
Telephone: (202) 585-8000 
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Stuart J. Friedman (Reg. No. 24,312) 
Gerald J. Ferguson, Jr. (Reg. No. 23,016) 
Thomas W. Cole (Reg. No. 28,290) , 
Jeffrey L. Costellia (Reg. No. 35,483) 
Eric J. Robinson (Reg. No. 38,285) 
Thomas M. Blasey (Reg. No. 33,475) 
Marc S. Kaufman (Reg. No. 35,212) 
William J. Healey (Reg. No. 36,160) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made wi th the knowledge that wi 1 1 ful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under § 1001 of 
Title 18 of the Uni ted States Code and that such wi 1 1 ful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Date Name: Hirohiko SONOKI 

Residence: Koriyama-Shi Japan 

Ci tizenship: Japan 

Post Office Address: c/o Nidec Copal Corporation 18-10, 

Shimura 2-chome, Itabashi-ku, Tokyo, Japan 
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